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2. (C) THE AMBASSADOR MET WITH PRESIDENT LEONEL
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FERNANDEZ ON APRIL 10 AND DISCUSSED THE CASE OF NARCISO
"NARCISAZO" GONZALEZ (REF). THE AMBASSADOR INFORMED [JNCLASSIFIED
THE PRESIDENT THAT THE JUDGE OF INSTRUCTION IN THE
CASE, ALEXIS HENRIQUEZ NUNEZ, RECENTLY APPROACHED A
VISITING FBI OFFICIAL ABOUT TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE WITH
THE CASE (SPECIFICALLY A POLYGRAPH OPERATOR). THE
JUDGE ALSO EXPRESSED CONCERN FOR HIS PERSONAL SECURITY
IF HE CONTINUES HIS INVESTIGATION. THE AMBASSADOR TOLD
FERNANDEZ THAT HENRIQUEZ ASKED ATTORNEY GENERAL
RODRIGUEZ DEL ORBE FOR PHYSICAL PROTECTION AND A
COMMITMENT OF POLITICAL SUPPORT BECAUSE HIS
INVESTIGATION COULD IMPLICATE HIGH OFFICIALS STILL IN
THE GOVERNMENT. FYI: EVEN THOUGH THE FBI OFFICIAL
PROMPTLY AGREED TO PROVIDE A POLYGRAPH, HENRIQUEZ
DECIDED NOT TO ACCEPT THE TECHNICAIL ASSISTANCE UNTIIL HE
OBTAINS THE AFOREMENTIONED ASSURANCES FROM THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL AND/OR THE PRESIDENT.

3. (C) THE PRESTDENT URGED, BY STATING HIS FIRM
DETERMINATION THAT THE NARCISAZO CASE MUST BE
THOROUGHLY PURSUED AND THE GUILTY IDENTIFIED AND
PUNISHED, JUDGE HENRIQUEZ TO SHOW COURAGE, LIKE THE
JUDGE OF INSTRUCTION IN ANOTHER HIGH-PROFILE CASE, THAT
OF A BALAGUER GOVERNMENT CRITIC WHO WAS KILLED IN 18975,
ORLANDO MARTINEZ. AT THE SAME TIME, FERNANDEZ STATED
HIS COMMITMENT TO PROVIDE EVERYTHING JUDGE HENRIQUEZ
NEEDS TO PROCEED WITH THE CASE AND ASKED IF FBI
ASSISTANCE WITH THE INVESTIGATION WOULD, INDEED, BE
POSSTBLE IF THE NATIONAL POLICE FORMALLY REQUEST
SUPPORT. THE AMBASSADOR NOTED WE HAD OFFERED FBI HELP
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WITH THIS CASE TWICE IN THE PAST, THE FIRST TIME AFTER
IT WAS REQUESTED BY THE NATIONAL POLICE:. PRESIDENT
FERNANDEZ SAID HE WOULD REVIEW WITH POLICE AND JUSTICE
OFFICIALS THE POSSIBILITY OF RENEWING THE REQUEST.

4. (C) COMMENT: AS NOTED REFTEL, POST IS WAITING FOR
THE JUDGE TO RESUBMIT THE REQUEST FOR FBI TECHNICAL
ASSISTANCE. 1IN RECENT WEEKS THE NARCISAZO CASE HAS
FALLEN FROM THE HEADLINES AS ANOTHER JUDGE OF
INSTRUCTION VIGOROUSLY PURSUES THE OLDER MARTINEZ CASE.
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POST HAS NOT BEEN APPROACHED FOR ASSISTANCE IN THAT
CASE. RESOLUTION OF THE EITHER MATTER WOULD GO A LONG
WAY TO PROVE THE FERNANDEZ GOVERNMENT'S COMMITMENT TO
HUMAN RIGHTS AND RULE OF LAW AND WOULD GREATLY ENHANCE
THE PUBLIC IMAGE OF THE JUDICIARY. END COMMENT
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